
Dear [NAME REMOVED],

I am afraid that this does not suffice nor excuse the headline that was used. What you are 
stating is in fact contradictory to your own justification.

The term 'transgender women' is a common term used to refer to those who were assigned 
male at birth and now identify as female. Discussion as to whether this is a common term 
and understood by all readers is of course a valid one, however I would argue that it is a 
much more accepted term to 'sex-change men', which is itself has the same ambiguity upon 
it.

You speak as if 'sex-change men' is a term that everyone has a full understanding and is the 
accepted terminology to use when referring to a person who was assigned male at birth and 
now identifies as female. This is not the case.

If you can provide evidence of the term 'sex-change men' as a widely accepted term, greater 
than that of 'transgender women', then your statement is valid. (I admit I am being some-
what facetious as I know that this is certainly not the case).

When reading 'sex-change men' it could refer to a person who now identifies as male but 
was assigned female at birth and had what some may (incorrectly) refer to as a 'sex change'.

In news articles across the world people who were assigned male at birth and now identify 
as female are referred to as 'transgender women'. In fact not only news articles, but in all 
facets of modern culture.

Many organisations have specific guidelines on best use of language:
https://www.glaad.org/reference/transgender
https://tgeu.org/glossary/
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/help-advice/glossary-terms

It is clear that you, the Telegraph, are satisfied that readers will understand the use of the 
term 'transgender women' as it is used frequently in your publications:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/men/think-
ing-man/11809606/Are-men-afraid-of-transgender-women.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/po-
land/8817279/Transgender-woman-poised-for-seat-in-Polands-new-parliament.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/10/28/nhs-trust-apologis-
es-transgender-womans-medical-records-sent/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/04/21/transgen-
der-odd-watch-moment-transgender-woman-meets-transphobic/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/03/05/jenni-murray-trans-
gender-women-not-real-women/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/ger-
many/12104304/Transgender-women-attacked-in-the-street-by-north-African-teenagers-
in-Germany.html

My complaint upon this article still remains that of inaccuracy and discrimination. The use 
of 'sex-change men' is both inaccurate according to guidelines set out by international LGBT 
organisations (and your own historic use) and also discriminatory due to the inflammatory 
nature of the statement, the affect it has on a minority community and the manner in which 
'sex-change men' is a denial of the identity of transgender women as a 'women'.

Further to this, it appears that the reason for using the term 'sex-change men' is to evoke 
more emotional reaction, more interested in the article and thus more revenue. 'Transgen-
der' is a term being used more frequently in the media at present so it appears that the term 
'sex-change men' is being used to deliberately to not be overlooked, in an effort to stand out 
as different.

Also, the url slug of the article is the following: '/babies-born-transgender-moth-
ers-could-happen-tomorrow-fertility/'
Url slugs are often chosen early in the creation of an article and headlines changes at a later 
date. The term 'transgender mothers' is the terminology used in the original url slug, clearly 
meaning that the people who published the article are aware of the term being well under-
stood, commonly searched for and widely accepted. There is no mention of 'sex-change 
men'.

In summary, the article is discriminatory and harmful to transgender women (in particular 
the headline) and an inaccurate description of their identity.

Kind regards,
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